
Marcy Elementary PTO 

Board Meeting  
March 17, 2017 

12:05 pm 

I.   Call to order/Attendance: The following persons were in attendance: Karen 
Seiler, Katie Ritchie, Jen Elberson, Aimee Hupfer, Erica Altuve, Marci Schoenberger, 
Karyn Dosch, Fran Clouse, Julia Stacey, Michele Trawicki, and Staci O’Dell. 
 

II.   Approval of minutes from February 2017 meeting. Jen Elberson motioned to 
approve the minutes. Marci Schoenberger seconded the motion. Minutes were 
approved. 
 

III.  Treasurer’s Report – Excess money from the carnival will go into Capitol 
Equipment until Michele Trawicki provides a list of needs. Balloon Pop and Auction 
will be on the same line in the budget. 

IV.  Open Projects 
a. Auction/Balloon Pop – Jen Elberson 

Positive feedback was heard. The set up went well without the use of the 
helium. All balloons had prizes over $20 in them. Auction had 62 items. 
Two items did not get bids. Good return on the passes from Disney. An 
assistant will be needed next year at closing time to help with item pick up 
and payment. The credit card option will be considered next year. There is 
a 2.75% fee per charge. Marcy Marketplace sold 57 shirts and 3 scrip cards. 
This was a good use of space.  

 
b. Carnival – Marci Schoenberger 

Money was counted the Monday after the carnival. Significantly fewer 
coins were used this year. Cash donations were down from last year. 
Ticket sales and concessions were higher than last year. Good presale 
numbers. Auction numbers should increase once all of the checks come in. 
General Raffle was eliminated and went into the auction. Balloon Pop 
balloons were gone by 7:45 pm, good demand. Grand Raffle made a 
profit. Teacher raffle down slightly. Money collected from Teacher Raffle 
will go to the Marcy Scholarship fund.  
Proceeds totaled $18,000. Expenses not included. Discussion of whether 
the wheelbarrow of beer will return to the carnival in the future. Several of 
the games ended early including the kid balloon pop. Plan to double the 
number of balloons. Will need extra volunteers to help with set up if we 



increase the number of balloons. The soda game also ended early. There 
were approximately 180 bottles of soda. Three rings tossed provided three 
bottles of soda which is probably why it ended early. One bottle of soda 
should have been provided per win. More education will be provided to 
the volunteers next year. A fundraiser letter was requested at Pick N Save 
to give a discount on the soda. Several stores provided gift cards. Karen 
recommended sending a carnival letter to all of the grocery stores asking 
for either donations or discounts. Goal to get all of the soda and some of 
the concessions donated next year. Will plan to send letters out early. Still 
will put soda on the donation list from school families. The cake walk had 
too many donations. Consider making two circles of 8 allowing for more 
children to get through the line or add additional numbers under the 
current numbers so two students can win. The number of baked goods is 
unknown. There was a suggestion that volunteers hand in their forms at 
the beginning of the night and get it back once they complete their job. 
This will encourage them to stay for clean up which is part of the 
requirement. The photo booth went well. There is some film left for next 
year. Face painting and tattoos were very popular. The library cannot be 
used for space out of concern for preservation of items. We might be able 
to use the teacher’s lounge or push the coat rack back and open up the 
back hall. There were no chairs for sitting in the back hall like last year. 
This was appreciated the year before. We might be able to clear out the 
computer lab to allow for more space.  
Aimee and Fran questioned if the high school could be used instead of 
Marcy. Space is a huge problem. Mike is the athletic director at the high 
school and would be spoken with to reserve the area. The Friday’s in late 
March are an option. We could get into the school into the cafeteria after 1 
pm to start setting up. After 2:25 pm we could get into the gym. The down 
side is everything would need to be moved from Marcy to the high school. 
Aimee spoke with Pauline in the business office. There are forms to 
complete to reserve the gym. No fees as it is a fundraiser for the district. 
No charge as long as the custodians have everything cleaned by 11 pm. 
Overtime is $47/hour per custodian. Do we market it just to Marcy or to 
all of the district? We need to reserve as soon as possible for next March.  
There is more space for parking. No shuttle space is needed.  The police 
will not need to block off Marcy Road. We would need a room earlier in 
the day to get balloons ready. Air stays in the balloons for 48 hours. Lay 
out would need to be considered as Marcy has specific sections. The 
Trawicki and Altuve family would have access to trucks and trailers for 
picking things up. We will reserve the HS for next year on 4/20. Aimee 



will ask if there any issues with cancellation. We will need to make note of 
all the extra steps to relocate (games, balloons, jail, auction items etc.) and 
what to do for relocation. Volunteers could unload the trailers and place 
items appropriately. We would need a lot more volunteers for prep.  
Question to whether we would we have to relocate tables and chairs or do 
they have adequate numbers. There will be a marketing message at the 
Fun Run indicating the proceeds will go toward the next carnival. Fran 
will send out a Survey Monkey questionnaire to the families to discuss 
what they would like to see at the carnival. Fran will review the data and 
bring it to the next meeting. She will limit the questions to less than 10. 
The board should send any questions to Fran. The survey link will be 
attached to the newsletter and may go out in an independent email. April 
weather may be nicer and allow for a bounce house outside. Parents have 
asked if students could buy prize box tickets instead of winning them. 
There was a request for name stickers for students and siblings.  

c. Candyland – Staff Appreciation Week – Erica Altuve 
First week of April. Fliers went out to families. Monday – breakfast 
provided by parents. Tuesday – students bring staff’s favorite treat, 
toothbrushes in the staff mailboxes. Wednesday – parent provided snacks. 
Thursday – notes, simple item from students to teachers, mints to staff.  
Friday (PTO)– lunch provided by Ali’s Bistro (soup) or possible Quarry 
Coffee. Salad and wraps will come from Costco.  Three games throughout 
the week for staff to play and receive a gift card. Kelly Rouse has a list of 
favorites available. Reminders will be sent out to the families. 

d. Traditional Table – Karen Seiler 
There will no longer be traditional table available at Marcy. The last order 
will be in May. There are still options outside of Marcy for purchase. 

e. Artist in Residence (October) – Michele Trawicki 
We are looking for something more physical or creative this year. Tae 
Kwon Do was an option. Dance was brought up as an option but the boys 
may not all love this. The decision will be made next month. We will need 
to vote on cost coverage. There is not enough space for parent attendance 
at a performance event due to the large number of students at the school. 
The performances could be recorded and placed on a shared drive for 
viewing. DVDs could be offered for purchase as the “take home” from the 
event.  

1. Sharon Lynn Wilson Center – does not have a full staff to provide 
this service, would connect with people in the community that 
would be interested (local artists), want you to couple it with an 
offered play and attend the play at a cost of $10-14 per ticket for 
each play. We would have to send at least one class per grade level 
to a play.  



2. First Stage can come in to provide drama workshops. They can 
work around any theme. Two options provided. Would work with 
all of the classrooms. Budget of $5000. Consideration of using the 
high school to increase space to invite the parents.  

f. Staff School Update – Michele Trawicki 
No updates at this point. 

V. New Business 
a. PTO Coordinators 2018 

Board members need to be voted on in May. Marci Schoenberger will 
remain Membership Coordinator. Coordinators do not have a term and do 
not need to be voted in. Each of the current coordinators need to be 
contacted to determine if they will return. Concessions and carnival co-
chair and a carnival game coordinator will need to be added to the list. 
Carnival coordinator will be posted. 

 

Adjournment at 1:50 pm. 

 

Upcoming meetings:  

April 7 - board at noon 
May 5 - board at 11:30, general at 1:30 pm 
 

Staff Appreciation Week: April 3-7 

 
 


